MEANWHILE...ON FRIDAY NIGHT

Meanwhile Space  were pleased to receive a full house to a reception at Nomad Creative Space in Wellington Place on Friday evening. 

The reception celebrated the meanwhile use of this important town centre building, maintaining vitality in the town centre at this difficult time. 

Exhibiting for the first time at Nomad Creative Space were six young artists:  Alex  Lambert , Sonnie  Harron , Emma Roberts, Sophie Booth, Rupert Haslam , Gabrielle Boulting-Watts. Also showing were customized artist made Christmas trees, handmade tables and other products by Stewart Walton and the Hastings  Bexhill Wood Recycling  Project, Thaddeus Skews  and  Philip Oakely. 

Jess Steele of the Development Trusts Association, welcomed the partnership between the national Meanwhile Project and Hastings Borough Council, and congratulated the Nomad project.. She said “just because something is not permanent doesn’t mean it’s not powerful – think of blossom, or a festival or a bolt of lightning!”

Michael Foster MP for Hastings and Rye officially opened the event and spoke about the project and the opportunities it has presented for members of the community. He said “When people are unemployed, as well as the impact on them and their families, there is a terrible waste for society of their energy and skills. It’s the same with buildings. Leaving buildings empty is wasting resources.” 

Guests sampled cheeses from local farms and sipped port from an eclectic mix of charity shop glasses. The evening finished with some contemporary experimental music  from  THISMACHINE  who present their second album "Chamber Music." 

  Notes: 

Hastings is leading the way nationally in bringing empty shops back into use for creative entrepreneurs, artists and community groups on the high street. 

As part of the Meanwhile Project, a Government initiative led by the Development Trusts Association to reanimate empty town centre spaces, Meanwhile Space, Hastings Borough Council, and Jempsons have worked with local artists and enterprises and entrepreneurs to create Nomad Creative Space in the old Halifax building in the town centre. On one weekend alone 600 people came through the doors to participate in the Big Draw project, offering great visibility for the members of Nomad Creative Space, and of course another reason to visit Hastings town centre. 

Visit www.meanwhilespace.ning.com or www.meanwhile.org.uk for further details. Please call Eddie Bridgeman, Meanwhile Space on 07810 008526

